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Living Traditions, {ŀŦŦǊƻƴŀǊǘΩǎ upcoming 
auction of folk and tribal art, ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
diverse art traditions including paintings by 
masters of Gond, Mithila and Warli, exquisite 
kantha and bagh embroidery, and sculptures 
and masks in the bhuta and theyyam 
traditions. 



 

An 18th century bronze 
breastplate from 
Karnataka/Kerala (lot 19) 
leads the sale at INR 12 ς 15 
lakhs. It is a rare and 
traditional breastplate with 
subtly detailed cobras. 
 
Part of the theyyam tradition, 
it would have been part of an 
assemblage for a performance 
invoking divinity. Theyyam 
performers wear elaborate 
headgear, masks, breastplates, 
and ankle and arm ornaments.  



An important group of paintings by the first generation of 
Mithila artists is among the highlights.  
 
They were painted in the 1960sςΩулǎ ǿƘŜƴ Mithila 
painting garnered widespread recognition, owing to the 
efforts of Mahasundari Devi, Sita Devi, Jamuna Devi, 
Jagdamba Devi and Usha Devi, whose works feature in 
the sale.  
 
Estimated between INR 1 ς 8 lakhs, their rarity on the 
market make them essential additions to any important 
collection. 



Sita Devi, Kadamba Tree (lot 49) 
 
Circa 1980  
Natural pigments on board 
Ϸ фΣнор  мнΣомл μ wǎ сΣллΣллл  уΣллΣллл 



Mahasundari Devi, Kohbar (lot 48) 
 
Circa 1970  
Natural pigments on paper pasted on cloth 
Ϸ тΣсфр  млΣттл μ wǎ рΣллΣллл  тΣллΣллл 


